Topics to Think about for your Sections 


Below is a list of ideas that would be important to include for the sections that you will be writing for your paper.  Take a good look at them.  They will be exactly what I use to grade your midpoint and your paper.  


After you research your topics, apply what you know about anthropology to what you find.  The topics on the lists below will help you  focus your ideas.  Explain how your culture demonstrates these concepts.  


IE.  If your culture’s language has many dialects you can address discuss the topic of linguistic divergence and what causes it.  If they use specific words for men and women, then you will discuss sociolinguistics.  

The list may also help you direct your research.  
General Anthro

These topics and questions should be addressed throughout your paper.  The questions at the bottom might be great in your intro and conclusion. 
Individual variation
Adaptive/maladaptive
Defn of Culture
Enculturation
Acculturation
Integration
Innovation/invention 
More
Folkways
Norms

What factors have shaped their culture? 
How does the environment affect culture? 
How are the  elements of culture integrated? 
How have their culture changed?  
Explain how their culture is integrated.  How do beliefs match behaviors?   
Language 
Definition of Language                                                                        

Multi-Media Ability
Arbitrariness
Discreteness
Productivity/Openness
Displacement
Grammar
Phonology
Phonemes
Morphology
Morphemes
Free/Bound
Syntax 
Language Families 
Linguistic Divergence
Linguistic History
Semantic Domains 
Whorf and Sapir
Sociolinguistics 
Codeswitching    

 How are are the 5 properties of speech demonstrated?
What language family are they in?  How has linguistic divergence affected them? 
In what ways does culture affect language? 
How do they display sociolinguistics? 
Marriage  
Monogamy
Polygyny (sorroral and non sorroral)
Polyandry (fraternal and non fraternal)
Promiscuity
Edogamy
Exogamy
Cross & Parallel Cousins
Bride Price (bride service)
Dowry
Leverate
Sorrorate                                                                                                                
How do they fit the definition  marriage?
Why type of marriage is used? Why?   What does this show about them?
How does this marriage system demonstrate the 4 functions of marriage?

How do they show the universality of marriage? 
What are the factors  determine their  spouse?
Do they have arranged marriages?  Why?
What is their a division of labor?  Why? 
What residence pattern do they use? Why?                                                                                                                                       

Family  
Nuclear
Extended (incompatible activity requirements) 
Matri/patrifocal
Communal
Affinal
Consanguineal
Unilineal
Lineage
Clan (totemism)
Phratry 
Moiety
Double Descent (Double Unilineal)
Cognatic 
Ambilineal
Bilateral Kinship (Ego Centered) 
Kindred 
Post Marital Residence Patterns 
Partrilocal
Matrilocal
Bilocal
Neolocal
Avunculocal 
 
What form of family do they use?  Why? 

Do they have a premarital economic exchange?  (bride price/ dowry?)  Why?  What does this show? 

What descent pattern do they use? WHy?

What functions of family are demonstrated?

 
 

Religion 

How do their supernatural beliefs fit the Definition of Religion? 
Components of Religions  (How do they demonstrate the following)  
          Supernatural Belief
                   Animism, Animatism, Sorcery, Witchcraft 
                   Mana/Taboo 
          Myth  (Why) How does the religious myth of a society affect its world view
          Ritual  (How)   What are the characteristics of rituals 
                    Be able to discuss and give examples of the following 
                    Prayer, Feasts, Divination, Imitation, Simulation, 

                    Physiological,   Sacrifice                
Aspects of Religion 
          Social 
          Sacred     
          Moral 
Functions of Religion    Understand the following purposes of religion along with the theorist views                                 
          Social               Duekheim / Swanson 
          Psychological         Freud / Mailinowski 
          Intellectual        Tylor           
CULTS   What kind of Cult do they use? 

Practitioners   What kinds of practitioners do they use?    

Witchcraft and Sorcery    
How do they differ? 
What kinds of societies have a strong believe in witches and sorcerers?
What are the cognitive and sociological theories behind the existence of sorcery and witchcraft 
Misc Vocab 
Revitalization movement 
Doctrine/tenets 
Agnostic
Scared/profane 
Denomination/sect 
Evangelical
Strict meaning of monotheism 
What functions of religion are served by this religion? How? ?
What evidence is there that religions provide tremendous social control in your culture? 
What kind of societies have gods do they have?   Do they  intervene with humans and punish them for sins?   What kinds of societies have gods that are vengeful?  
What are the types of religious practitioners?  Why?
 What is sacred, social, Moral?
 What are their supernatural beliefs? Rituals? Myths? 
 In what ways do religions reflect the society? 

ART   
How does their art fit the definition? 
    Play, 
    Form, 
    Aesthetic, 
    Representation/Transformation
    
    How does their environment affect their Art?
    How does their art reflect their values? 

  What are the factors that affect their visual art, music, literature? 
    
Use Ember and Ember to check this stuff out!
What does all this mean?  Give examples








